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Abstract

: Inthe present scientific announcement,based on documentary materials, that
| are kept in the funds of the State Archives of Smolyan,the “History of Bulgaria 15"
19"century” Department of theRegional Museum of History “StoyuShishkov” —
Smolyan and personal archives,an analysis is made of the situation and the devel-
opment of education in the Middle Rhodopesduring the period fromthe beginning
| of the 19™century until theRusso-Turkishwar of1878, with a focus onthe
- firstrevivalschools andenlighteners at the end of the period.During theresearch
work, documents not used previously, were also found and they made it possible to
- characterize new developments in educational work, to determine the characteris-
tics and factors contributing to the development of the modern Bulgarian secular
school.The paper reveals the important role andsupport of the Bulgarian Exarchate,
the Edirne Bulgarian DioceseandPlovdiv Municipalityfor the establishment of the
. first Bulgarian schoolsinUstovoand DolnoRaykovoand their impact oneducation in
Ahachelebiysko, Rupchosa and Zlatograd.The establishment of such schools in
- other settlements of the Middle Rhodopes during this period is also examined.The
- important contribution of teachers and enlighteners, who were public figures and
active participants in the struggles for National Liberation and ecclesiastical inde-
pendence is also noticed.

Thus, duringthe Revivalinthe Middle Rhodopes,schoolsbecame the
 firstinstitution that answered the spiritualand economic needsduring this period
- andlaid the basisforthe developmentfollowingthe Russo-TurkishWar of 1877-1878.
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