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BATAK IN THE BULGARIAN NATIONAL REVIVAL PERIODICAL PRESS AFTER THE
APRIL'S UPRISING IN 1876

Dimitar Tsarpev

The article examines the reflection of the events in Batak in 1876 in the Bulgarian
periodical press. At first the only intelligence are some short messages in Tsarigrad's
newspapers. The situation is changing in August 1876. The Bulgarian newspapers give
publicity to the intelligences for the cruel massacre in Batak, revealed by the English
diplomat Bering and the American diplomat Skyller after their inquiry in Bulgaria. The
newspaper “Stara planina" publishes almost whole correspondence of MacGahan "Batak,
the valley of the death and the people without tears".

Till the autumn of 1876 part of the survivors come back in their birthplace. The
national revival's periodical press is one of the most important sources for the life in
Batak at that time. "Stara planina" reproduces from London's "Daily news" correspon-
dence of MacGahan, who visits Batak in the autumn again. The newspaper has its
collaborator in Plovdiv, who also gives interesting information.

"Stara planina" shows also activities of the foreign charity missions in Batak.
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