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lvan Markov

Since 1860s the Ottoman Empire has been shaken by several waves of eco-
nomic and political reforms. The new administrative structure of the empire envisaged
the creation of large provinces. The prominent Ottoman reformer and ambitious ad-
ministrator Mithad pasha has been chosen as general-governor of Tuna vilayet (Danubian
province). In Rustchuk, the provincial capital, he came with a rich experience from his
long journeys throughout Europe. It was Mithad pasha's ambition to reform the conser-
vative structures of the empire and to infuse more dynamism into the provincial status
quo dominated by religious fanatism and opposition to change. It was not long before
he was able to draft an ambitious programme for full-fledged reforms in the political,
economic and cultural life of Tuna vilayet. After his successful modernization of the
economic life, the judiciary system, the transport infrastructure and the schools in
1864 he initiated the opening of a state Publishing house in Rustchuk. It was here
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