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The article traces the initial steps of the future politician, diplomat and columnist
Marko Balabanov in the field of political journalism. Still studying on the island of Chalki
and in the cities of Athens and Paris, he published his first articles in Bulgarian news-
papers such as ,Danubian Swan®, ,Time" and ,Macedonia“. In these articles he man-
aged to demonstrate not only acquired knowledge but also strong patriotic spirit. The
research pays special attention to Balabanov's relations and contacts with some of the
most eminent Bulgarian public figures of his time (G. Rakovski, P. Beron, T. Bourmov
etc.) who influenced to a great degree the molding of his personality and his rise as
politician and publicist. The main subjects, examined by Balabanov at these early stages
of his career, were related to the settlement of the so-called Bulgarian Church Ques-
tion, to the triumph of progress and rationalism in the modern world and to the achieve-
ments of the European national movements. These efforts helped Balabanov support
his conviction that his compatriots would achieve greater success by legalistic than by
revolution means.

TbPTOBCKATA MOAEPHOCT HA CTPAHWULINTE HA
bbJITAPCKATA Bb3POXXOEHCKA MPECA

isan PYCEB

Bb3paxgaHeto e enoxara, Korato 6brapuHbT OKOHYATENHO CKbCBA CbC CPEAHO-
BEKOBHOTO HEraTuBHO OTHOLLEHUE KbM TbproBusita, NoaKnaXaaHo ot PennuruaTa, u Ko-
rato Tou ce npuobLiaBa KbM MOAEPHOTO 1 EBPONEACKO Bb3NpUeMaHe Karo MbT, Mo
KOWTO HapoauTe mMorar fia Ce M36aBaT OT MU3EPUSTA U OT HULieTaTa. TbprosusaTa Ha
CpeaHoBEKOBMETO, HA TPAAULIMOHHOTO 06LLECTBO, 3aKnedMaBaHa OT LbpKBarta Karo
,TbPralecTBo®, TACHO PErMOHANHO 06YCNOBEHA, Ce 3aMeHs OT MOfepHaTa Thprosus, a
MOJEPHUSAT TbProBeL, TbProBeLbT Ha HOBOTO BPEME € Beue 3HAELLNST U MOXELL NpeA-
CTaBUTEN Ha 06LLECTBEHUA €NUT, C 06pa30BaHme, NPUrOAEHO KbM HYXXIUTE Ha peanHus
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